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The 10th day of the first month of God’s yearly cycle does get as much attention as it should.
 1. The focus is the identification of a lamb whose life-blood the LORD would find acceptable to block His 

vengeance of deliverance on those who enslave and kill His people.
 2. The act of painting the entry of a home would block the LORD’s wrath, to cause it to “pass over” that home.

 a) That protection required belief that the LORD existed.
 b) That protection required belief that the LORD was sending such wrath.
 c) That protection required belief that the only salvation from that wrath was the life-blood of a perfect lamb 

selected for that role four days earlier.
• That protection required belief that the LORD was more powerful that the deities worshipped in 

Egypt.
 d) That protection was open to all households in Egypt — Israelite and Egyptian — because the wrath would 

come to all homes in Egypt — Israelite and Egyptian. Heredity offered no protection; only faith did.
 3. It’s the day that all Israel was to focus attention on the Pesakh (Hebrew for Passover) lamb, paying close 

attention over the next four days to choose an “unblemished” lamb.
 a) Susan Pierce has presented an extensive historical look at Pesakh observance in the first century and direct 

parallels with Yeshua’s days before His death and resurrection in “Yeshua Fulfills Pesakh Completely,” 
available on the Hallel Fellowship website (hallel.info/yeshua-fulfills-pesakh).

 4. On one Lamb Selection Day, Messiah Yeshua, whom His herald called “the Lamb of God,” entered 
Yerushalayim and underwent scrutiny from the rulers of His people until He until He offered His life-blood on 
the following Passover to reconcile the world unto God.
 a) Liturgical Christian churches have celebrated this event as Palm Sunday, after the Council of Nicea 

overruled the practice of early believers in Yeshua and disconnected Passover from the 14th day of the first 
month of God’s year in favor of the celebration of Easter on a Sunday.

Yokhanan, herald of Yeshua as Messiah, gave his testimony that Messiah would be the “Lamb of God” 
in Jn. 1:19-36. The herald’s message was:

 1. Repentance: “… make straight the path of the LORD” (Jn. 1:23; Isaiah 40, esp. Isa. 40:3-5; cf. “baptism of 
repentance” or “baptism of John” Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3; Luke 7:27-30; Acts 10:37; Acts 13:24; Acts 19:4).

 2. Declaration: “Behold, the Lamb of God!” (Jn. 1:29,36; Isa. 40:9 “Here is our God!”)
 a) Luke’s account of Yokhanan’s call for repentance includes this condensation of Isa. 40:5 and Isa. 52:10: 

“And all flesh will see the salvation of God.” (Luke 3:6)
• After the way of the LORD is straightened: “Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed, And all flesh 

will see it together; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” (Isa. 40:5)
• “The LORD has bared His holy arm In the sight of all the nations, That all the ends of the earth may 

see The salvation of our God.” (Isa. 52:10)
• God’s people were to be “taken away” [לקח, laqakh 3947] and held in Babylon, as they were 

captive in Egypt and Assyria (Isa. 52:1-5).
• References to “go out in haste” and “as fugitives” in Isa. 52:12 seem to harken back to the first 

Passover and deliverance through the Red Sea (Exodus 12-15).
• In Isa. 52:10, that  אלהינו  ”,yeshuat eloheinu (“salvation of our God”) would be “My servant ישועת

described in Isa. 52:13-53:12.
• The LORD’s Servant is identified as lamb submitting to arrest and slaughter to block the wrath 

of the LORD the rebellion of Israel: 
“All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused 
the iniquity of us all To fall on Him. He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He did not open His 
mouth; Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, So He did 
not open His mouth. By oppression and judgment He was taken away [לקח]; And as for His generation, 
who considered That He was cut off out of the land of the living For the transgression of my people, to  
whom the stroke was due?” (Isa. 53:6-8)

• Many reject Yeshua as Messiah because, they assert, He didn’t physically establish Zion in 
Yerushalayim.

• Yet many devout Jews meticulously remove leaven from their homes before Passover, with the 
understanding, developed by sages over thousands of years, that leaven is a representation of a 
spiritual condition and that bondage in Egypt was both a physical and spiritual situation.
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• Israel and the “mixed multitude” delivered from Egypt weren’t delivered by leaven! The life-blood 
of the lamb, rather than leaven, is the focus of Passover.
• Consider the root meaning of the Hebrew word translated as “lamb” in Ex. 12:31:

•  ,keseb [461b]; by transp. [transposition] for 3532; a lamb:—lamb(3), lambs(3) ּכֶׂשֶב .3775
sheep(6), sheep*(1).

• .kisbah [461b]; fem. of 3775; a ewe lamb:—lamb(1) ּכִׂשְּבָה .3776
•  kebes [461a]; of unc. der.; a lamb:—lamb(21), lambs(27), male lamb(18), male ּכֶבֶׂש .3532

lambs(33), sheep(2).
•  ,kabash [461b]; a prim. root; to subdue, bring into bondage:—assault(1) ּכָבַׁש .3533

brought into subjection(2), forced into bondage(1), forcing(1), subdue(1), subdued(5), 
subjugate(1), trample(1), tread under foot(1).

• .kebesh [461c]; from 3533; footstool:—footstool(1) ּכֶבֶׁש .3534
•  kabsah [461a]; from the same as 3532; ewe lamb:—ewe ּכַבְׂשָה kibsah or ּכִבְׂשָה .3535

lamb(3), ewe lambs(3), ewe-lamb(1), lamb(1).
• Just as Egypt “put the kabash” on Israel, the Passover lamb was “brought under subjection” by 

the qahal (congregation) of Israel, which was to “take” (laqakh 3947; “seize,” “take hold of,” 
“take away”). Similarly, the Lamb of God put Himself under subjection of the qahal of Israel. 
• Interestingly, how did Israel “take hold of” Yeshua from the 10th day til the evening of the 

14th, as foretold here in Exodus?
• He certainly entered Yerushalayim on the donkey on the 10th and was physically 

“laqakhed” as the 14th was getting started.
• In the Book of Revelation, the Lamb moves from being a subject to being slain to an 

instrument of God’s wrath, a method of subjection of the world to the rule of the LORD.
• That said, the broken unleavened bread eaten during the Passover meal pictures the Bread of Life:

“He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our 
well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.” (Isa. 53:5)
“This is My body, which is given for you.” (Luke 22:19: cf. Matt 26:26; Mark 14:22; 1st Cor. 10:16-17; 
1st Cor. 11:27)

 3. Salvation: “… Who takes away the sins of the world!” (Jn. 1:29; Isa. 40:27-31)
 a) “Why do you say, O [Ya’akov], and assert, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from the LORD, And the justice due 

me escapes the notice of my God’?” (Isa. 40:27)
 b) “Yet those who wait for [or “hope in”; i.e., “trust in”] the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up 

with wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary.” (Isa. 40:31)
 c) “Takes away the sins of the world” is Yom haKippurim, or Day of Atonement, language. The goat for Azazel 

would carry the infractions of the people from the House of the LORD out of the community, never to 
return (see Leviticus 16 and Isaiah 53).

 4. Maturity: Yokhanan pointed his disciples to the Lamb, and his disciples had to learn that following the Lamb 
involved spiritual growth beyond repentance.
 a) The households spared the wrath of God the night of the first Passover had to learn to trust the LORD Who 

saved them during the journey through the wilderness. 
• Many whom the LORD passed over on that Pesakh He struck down later because of their rebellion 

against Him.
 b) Those who accept Yeshua as the LORD’s Anointed Passover Lamb, blocking God’s wrath on those who 

destroy peace by clinging to evil, must accept God’s “Wind in your sails,” otherwise known as the Holy 
Spirit, to continue in His grace (Acts 8:14-17).

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let 
us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day 
drawing near. For [or “therefore”] if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the 
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of judgment and THE 
FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.” (Heb. 10:23-27)

• Some think that “sinning willfully” equated with the “unpardonable sin” means something akin to “the 
good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil I don’t want” (Rom. 7:14-25).

• Consider what the Torah and the Apostles say about “sinning willfully”:
“The priest shall make atonement before the LORD for the person who goes astray when he sins unintentionally, 
making atonement for him that he may be forgiven. ‘You shall have one law for him who does anything 
unintentionally, for him who is native among the sons of Israel and for the alien who sojourns among them. But 
the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is native or an alien, that one is blaspheming the LORD; and 

1 New American Standard Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. Hebrew-Aramaic Dictionary. Robert L. Thomas, ed. Lockman Foundation. 1981.
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that person shall be cut off from among his people. ‘Because he has despised the word of the LORD and has 
broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt will be on him.’”” (Num. 15:28-31)
• This is followed by an example of someone who, after being instructed about the Shabbat by the 

example of the manna and by the words of the LORD, decided to disregard the lesson of the One 
Who brought Israel out of captivity and do what he wanted to do in gathering wood.

“For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made  
partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then  
have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the 
Son of God and put Him to open shame.” (Heb. 6:4-6)
• What follows is a plea to not lose hope in the promises of God to bring to completion the work 

started in them.
“For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  
they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it  
would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the 
holy commandment handed on to them. It has happened to them according to the true proverb, ‘A DOG 
RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT’ [Prov. 26:11], and, ‘A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.’ ” 
(2nd Pet. 2:20-22)
• This is the focus on Peter’s discussion in 2nd Peter 2: “the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from 

temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, and especially 
those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.” (2Pet 2:9-10).
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